For the development of toxicology service in Hong Kong, the Government of HKSAR continues to give the necessary financial support to extend the poison information service to 24 hours for the HKPIC, to enhence analytical toxicology service in the Toxicology To improve the internal coordination among the three major toxicology centres within the Hospital Authority, a Central Committee on Toxicology Service (CC Tox) was set up involving HKPIC, PTC, TRL, Chief Pharmacy Office and representatives from related specialties. With the management support from Infection, Emergency and Contingency section of the Head Office, the committee holds regular meetings to report, plan and coordinate the major activities of the relevant parties. 3 As for the development of clinical toxicology in Emergency Medicine, HKPIC was expanded to have 1 full time consultant, 2 associate consultants and 6 specialists and trainees to provide 24 hours poison information service starting in July 2007. As the HKPIC in UCH is specialised in providing toxicology training, the UCH toxicology training centre was established in 1 April 2010 to cater for the ever expanding training needs of the health care professionals and the public. To improve managerial accountability, the toxicology training centre, together with the HKPIC was grouped under the newly created the UCH Clinical Toxicology Department (CTD). As the only clinical toxicology department in Hong Kong, the CTD would provide 24 hours onsite clinical support to UCH Accident & Emergency Department (AED) and inpatient to see their poisoned patients. The department is also providing twice weekly toxicology outpatient clinic which is now the major referral centre for substance abusers for their physical illness.
In cooperation with the HKCEM, the HKPIC / UCH toxicology training centre had, in the past 5 years, With more doctors trained and sub-specialised in clinical toxicology in Hong Kong, we see a substantial increase in the toxicology research and publication in local and overseas journals. As there are so many papers on poisoning submitted to HKJEM that this issue is fully dedicated to toxicology papers.
For the future development of clinical toxicology in Hong Kong, we would very much like to see closer ties with the nearby cities and area. It is important as many of the poisoning outbreaks and emerging toxins were imported from the neighbouring area. Since July 2010, Hospital Authority Toxicology Service (HATS) was funded for the provision of toxico-intelligence service to Hong Kong. The essential role of the service is to provide early warning of potential poisoning outbreaks and emerging toxins so that Hong Kong can be more prepared.
On the other hand, as we are more developed in clinical toxicology, we would very much like to establish more cooperation with other poison centres or toxicology associations in Asia and beyond. We have established a close relationship with toxicology experts in Mainland China with established exchange training program and information sharing channel. We were also actively engaged in the Asia Pacific Association of Medical Toxicology (APAMT) annual congress in the past few years. Currently, the HKCEM in conjunction with HKSCT and HATS are bidding for the hosting APAMT 2012 congress in Hong Kong. If the congress is held successfully in Hong Kong, it would represent another important step for Hong Kong for the recognition as one of the major stake-holders for the regional poisoning control and toxicology development.
Finally, although Hong Kong had gone a long way in the development in toxicology service with both HKPCN and CC Tox are doing the coordinating work for the poison control in Hong Kong, the arrangement is still far from the ideal. Most of the major stakeholders still hope that Hong Kong can have an all embracing Poison Control Centre like some of the other cities. The establishment of the Hong Kong Poison Control Centre, aggregating all the toxicology experts under one roof, would generate the maximal efficiency and teamwork in poison control and provide the optimal protection of Hong Kong citizen from poisoning outbreak and morbidity.
